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SUBJECT Inspection of Asbestos Dump, TIFA Limited of Passaic Township, Morris County

On May 11 , 1981 the writer conducted an investigation to determine if
an abandoned asbestos dump at TIFA Limited/ located in Passaic Township,
Morris County, is contaminating the Passaic River. The writer collected
water samples which the Mew Jersey Department of Health analyzed for
asbestos (the results of this sampling are attached) . The attached memc-
randm dated June 2, 1981 described the inspection, and illustrates the
location of sample collection. The results of the samples are inconclusive
because the Health Laboratory is not equipped to properly analyze water
samples for asbestos. The report indicated that two types of analyses were
conducted on the samples. On* method used x-ray while the other method
used a polarized light microscope (PLM) for the analyses. The results
listed on the attached reports under serpentine x-ray means that serpentine
minerals were detected in the water samples, but the analyist could not
distinguish between asbestos and other members of the serpentine family
of minerals. The "no results" under the PLM analysis means that this tech-
nique could not detect any asbestos in these samples. Asbestos could be
present in the sample out the Department of Health cannot detect the asbes-
tos using this technique until the particle sizes are several microns in
length. Although these results are inconclusive the analyses do suggest that
the dump might be polluting the Passaic River.

The Division of Hazardous Management (EHM) are the case coordinators and the
writer informed Mr. Thomas Allan of DHM of the results on August 31, 1981. The
writer suggested that the Department resample for asbestos during a rainstorm
but the Department should us* a laboratory capable of analyzing water samples
for asbestos. The writer expressed a willingness to conduct another sampling
investigation provided that DHM can arrange for a private laboratory to ana-
lyze the samples— the Division of water Resources has no funding for such
laboratory analyses. Mr. Allan said that he would contact the writer about
any future sampling.
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